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AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH

Anglicans, Lutherans, Roman Catholics and Unititgi€h Christians
each have their own distinctive style of leadersimd way of making
decisions. The material in this folder is desigtedssist Christians in
small inter—church groups to discuss their difféteaditions of
leadership and decision making and to pray togetid hope that these
discussions and prayers will lead us a little ferthlong the road to
Christian unity.

Each of the four sessions in Authority in the Clhunas an article to
centre the discussion, a set of questions to hatpdiscussion, and a set
of prayer resources. Each set of prayer resowmessts of a psalm in
praise of God, a prayer for Christian unity, a G#spading, and an
affirmation of faith. These prayer resources dfered to assist the
group to pray. Someone should lead the prayest hhw the prayer
resources will be used is for each group to decideey might want to
add other elements to their prayer, or they migltthe resources as they
are set out. Some of the resources could be ugkd beginning of a
session and some at the end, or the group couidedecuse them all in
one period of prayer.

We would encourage those who use this materiabttirtue to be active
in promoting closer relationships among the chusche

This material has been prepared by the Christiaisalogue taskforce
which is sponsored by the Anglican Diocese of Barsly the Lutheran
Church of Australia Queensland District, the Ror@atholic
Archdiocese of Brisbane, and the Uniting ChurcAustralia
Queensland Synod.
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EVALUATION FORM

The group leader invites the participants to comple the Evaluation Form at the end of the
fourth study.

1. What did you appreciate about these studies?

2. What aspects of these studies did you findaliff?

3. What was the greatest challenge for you amd @turch?

4. What topics would you lik€hristiansin Dialogue to cover in future?

The Planning Committee invites the leader to respahto the two questions below.

1. Name of your group, each Church representedirendumber of people present from each
denomination.

2. Generally speaking, how fully did participantée into the discussion?

Thank you for your response
Christiansin Dialogue - Queensland Churches Together, PO Box 2096 Toow@ng4066

Telephone: (07) 33696792 Emaittmin@aqct.org.au www.gct.org.au .f




Leader’s Guide

1. Gathering

People coming to a group for the first time will
often have some anxiety —
¢ Will' | know anyone?
¢ What will be expected of me?
¢ Did | switch off the oven?
¢ ltis important to help them through
this first awkward stage. Have all
your preparations done well
beforehand so that you are able to
greet each person warmly on arrival,
introducing them to one another, and
perhaps having tea and coffee
available.

2. Beginning

A.  When all have arrived get the session
started by giving them a clear statement
of what the group is about -

Welcome the group

¢ who we are;

¢ why we're here;

¢+ when we will finish.

It might go like this: "Welcome to my place,

and I'm delighted that each of you has been
able to make it. We are a group of people from
Churches gathered together to reflect and share
our ideas on ..(hame of study). Tonight we

will be looking at Study One .....

B. Then invite the members to introduce
themselves saying:
¢ wholam;
¢ why I'm here;
¢ what | hope to get out of the
program.

Lead yourself by giving a short response to
each of the three areas. Then invite each of the
others to do likewise. Don’'t worry if some
respond to only one or two of the areas.

C. Then distribute copies of the program.

Encourage participants to listen to one
another’s ideas with respect.

3. Opening Devotion

A.  You may wish to play some music
quietly in the background and give the
group a few moments to reflect on the
opening devotion. Then call for
volunteers to lead it.

B.  You might like to choose an appropriate
song for the group to share

4, Reflection on the Topic

Invite a couple of people to read the teaching.
Encourage the readers to pause between each
section.

5. Discussion

Allow a few minutes of quiet time to reflect on
the questions. Encourage participants to share
responses to each question but there is to be no
pressure put on anyone to speak. Be sure to
make some response to each speaker if only to
say e.g. "Thank you John". This makes sure
the participant feels that he / she has been
heard.

0. Closure

Thank the participants for their participation.
Check to ensure venue is right for next session.

Closing Devotion

Cuppa

Chrigtiansin Dialogue
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PO Box 2096, Toowong Q 4066
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AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH

SESSION ONE : AUTHORITY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
AND EARLY CHURCH

Authority of the Apostles

In the New Testament the apostles are seen ag’€latishorised representatives who are
responsible for looking after the Christian comntynThey play a vital role in the history of
the Church. It is now generally recognised thatis€€hid not draw up a blueprint for his
disciples to follow in the organisation of the CtiurLeadership probably initially focused on
the twelve apostles. For some reason however plage in the centre of things diminished
and apart from Peter and the brothers James amd thaly soon disappeared from view. A
much wider group than the twelve are also recodneseapostles in the New Testament. Paul,
James the brother of Jesus, Barnabas, Andronicudwama, and probably Apollos and
Silvanus are called apostles.

The apostles founded and lead churches, gathergyggiter in fellowship those who
responded to their preaching of the Gospel. In@sieig authority over these churches they
gave precise directions for the ordering of liféthre communities. In first Corinthians we see
Paul instructing the Christians at Corinth conaggrdisputes between members of the
community (6:1—I1), marriage, virginity and widowdb (7:1—39), the eating of food
offered to idols (8:1—13, 10:14—33), the conductoirship (11:2—34), preaching (14:1—
40), and the collection for the church at Jerusgle®nl—4). It is apparent from the New
Testament that the apostles made decisions abautiChktructures as the need arose and that
they felt guided by the Spirit in doing so. An exaeis the appointment of the seven to care
for the Greek speaking Christians in Jerusalem kdtbcomplained that their interests were
being neglected (Acts 6:1—6).

After the death of the Apostles local leaders tonkhe role of carrying on the work of those
who had founded the communities. When these leadléngir turn wrote letters to their
communities they did so in the name of the apagie was the founder of their community.
The letter to Ephesus and the letters to Timotldy Etus are written as though they came
personally from Paul and they seek to carry oraftwstolic tradition with the authority of
Paul.

Household Churches

As the early Church spread from city to city thinfig household became the pastoral basis
of the whole Christian movement. There is frequefdérence to these house communities in
the New Testament: the house of Aquila and PrasaillEphesus (1 Corinthians); of Philemon
in Colossae (Philemon 2), of Nympha in Laodicael¢€sians 4:15) etc. This is not surprising
because the household was the basic unit of afeia the cities of the time. These
households had greater cohesion than our modeiitidamave and included relatives,
servants, friends, acquaintances, clients, and peple of the same profession. It is
probably because there were different Christiarsb@ommunities in the same city that
factions developed. We see these factions causimigision in the church at Corinth (1
Corinthians 1—4).



In the Graeco—Roman household the father was thpaken authority, but, by contrast, in
the Christian house communities there was a brotioel and sisterhood of equal partners on
the basis of the Christians shared baptism in CiXisother difference was that the authority
of the apostles and their fellow workers over thei§tians was greater than the authority of
anyone in the household.

Different Authority Styles

It would appear that from the earliest days somesGan communities were governed by a
group of people called presbyters or elders. Tlhado—Christian churches simply adopted
this method of ordering the affairs of the commymitth which they were familiar from
Judaism. The situation is less clear in the chiwébended in Greece and Macedonia.

Paul was aware of a structured leadership in sdrtfeecommunities to which he wrote. He
tells the Christians at Thessalonica to ‘respexteéhwho labour among you’ (1 Thess.5:12)
and he includes the overseers and deacons in tiheggom he sends greetings at Philippi
(Phi.1:1). On the other hand when Paul writes &Christians at Corinth he addresses
himself to all the members of the community and esako reference to any authority
structure there. Given the dissension among thefecat Corinth, the obvious thing for Paul
to do would have been to uphold the authority atlikrs if they had been in place at Corinth.
So despite the fact that Luke says of Paul thastablished elders in each city, it seems more
likely that in reality Paul was more flexible anctapted whatever way Christians in each city
were ordering their communities.

Emergence of Bishops

It is in the Pastoral letters, those written to ®dthy and Titus, that we see an office of
leadership begin to appear. Increasingly the elaeis over the roles exercised in earlier
times by the prophets and teachers, and probadysl the household community leaders.
From the various forms mentioned in the Pastorastemerged a pattern of bishop, priest
and deacon which became established in the Chyrttielend of the second century. The
transformation from a local church ruled by a boflglders may have developed into first the
elders taking it in turns to carry out their offitduties. Eventually one elder in each church
had the same authority over the community whichpragiiously been exercised by the
apostles and their representatives over severatices.

By the time of Ignatius of Antioch who died in 18&ch local church was ruled by a single
elder with the title bishop assisted by a numbestbér elders called presbyters and others
called deacons. Ignatius exhorted the faithful:

“You should follow the bishop as Jesus Christ cegdRaither.. nobody must do anything
that has to do with the church without the bish@pgroval.. Where the bishop is
present, there let the congregation gather, jusivasre Christ is, there is the catholic
church. Without the bishops’ supervision, no bapsisr love feasts are permitted. On
the other hand, whatever he approves pleases Goekd. It is a fine thing to
acknowledge God and the bishop.’

The threefold ministry of bishop, presbyter andat@awas to prove remarkably effective in
providing pastoral care and leadership at the Iesal. The bishop’s responsibility included
both community leadership and teaching. The pressiufalse teaching made it imperative to
provide an authentic tradition and an authoritatnterpretation of the tradition. The bishop



became the guarantor of the tradition. By the toh#lhe Council of Nicea early in the 4th
century the authority of the bishop was so recaghiss to be beyond question. Unfortunately
with this development the Pauline concept of thdtiplicity of charisms in each local church
was lost.

As time went on the bishops absorbed the rolesaafiter and prophet. They and the
presbyters were drawn into full—time church worls. lang as Christianity was a minority
religion subject to periodic persecution by the @mal authorities it had been difficult to
consider the ministry as a profession. When Cotisiabecame emperor in 311 Christianity
became the favoured religion of the empire. Ther€huapidly grew in size and took on the
divisions and structures of the empire. Clergy wgven a privileged status. They were
exempt from taxes and civil service. The priestheoerged as a vocation, an office in
parallel to local government officials in the engpiv¥When the empire declined under the
pressure of the Goths and Vandals, bishops assoraey of the functions of civil authority.

The Bishops of Rome

During this time the church of Rome became moreoitgmt because a number of the bishops
of that city were men of outstanding ability wha@egted civil powers at the same time as
they asserted their religious authority. Ever sitheefirst century the church of Rome had
claimed a special position in the Church. It wagagis difficult however to determine

whether Rome’s primacy was based more on its pos#s capital of the empire or because it
was commonly believed that Peter and Paul had teetyred there.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Compare the way in which leadership seems to haga bhared among the members
of the early Christian communities with the wayttleadership is exercised in your
church today.

2. Compare the leadership styles of Paul and other Nestament leaders.

3. For many centuries the threefold leadership mipistibishop, priest and deacon was
common to all Christian communities. Why is it thas threefold ministry is not fully
established in any of our churches today?

4. With the development of the Christian ministry froxmn professional to professional
status during the time of Constantine, what waseghand what was lost in the life of
the Church?



RESOURCES FOR PRAYER

Psalm of Praise  Psalm 111:1—10 (GNB)

Praise the Lord!

With all my heart | will thank the Lord in the assiely of his people. How wonderful are the
things the Lord does!

All who are delighted with them want to understameim.

All he does is full of honour and majesty;

his righteousness is eternal.

The Lord does not let us forget his wonderful atdio

he is kind and merciful.

He provides food for those who have reverence ifor h

he never forgets his covenant.

He has shown his power to his people by giving thieerlands of foreigners.

In all he does he is faithful and just; all his coands are dependable. They last for all time;
they were given in truth righteousness.

He set his people free and made an eternal coventmthem.

Holy and mighty is he!

The way to become wise is to have reverence foL.tind.

He gives sound judgement to all who obey his contwraHe is to be praised forever.

Prayer for Unity

Leader:

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of y&am Jesus Christ, and for the gift of your
Holy Spirit who raises us up and makes us one.bg before you the brokenness of our
world, and the divisions among those of us who wadin your name. Send afresh the gift of
the Spirit who is love, so that through our growthunity the world may believe.

All: Amen

Parable of the Sower Matthew 13: 1 — 8, 18—23 (GNB

That same day Jesus left the house and went takéside, where he sat down to teach. The
crowd that gathered around him was so large thgoheto a boat and sat in it, while the
crowd stood on the shore. He used parables tthegth many things.

“Once there was a man who went out to sow grairhé\scattered the seed, some of it fell
along the path, and the birds came and ate it ameSf it fell on rocky ground, where there
was little soil. The seeds soon sprouted, becduessdil wasn't deep. But when the sun came
up, it burnt the young plants; and because thesrioat not grown deep enough, the plants
soon dried up. Some of the seed fell among thoimdsysvhich grew up and choked the
plants. But some seeds fell in good soil, and thetp bore grain: some produced a hundred
grains, others sixty, and others thirty.”

“Listen, then, and learn what the parable of th@es means. Those who hear the message
about the Kingdom but do not understand it are tileeseeds that fell along the path. The
Evil One comes and snatches away what was sovwem.tThe seeds that fell on rocky
ground stand for those who receive the messagéyglacgoon as they hear it. But it does not



sink deep into them, and they don’t last long. $®mvtrouble or persecution comes because
of the message, they give up at once. The seetfethamong thornbushes stand for those
who hear the message; but the worries about teiatid the love for riches choke the
message, and they don’t bear fruit. And the seeds $n the good soil stand for those who
hear the message and understand it: they beardomite as much as a hundred, others sixty,
and others thirty.”

The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator edfen and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, Our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spird aorn of the Virgin May. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and iwaged. He descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heanehnisaseated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dddaklieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the faggess of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.



AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH

SESSION TWO - THE REFORMATION AND
CHURCH AUTHORITY

The Authority of Rome

For the first three hundred years the Church wasagively loose federation of local churches
united in a common faith. From the earliest daygsydwver, the church of Rome enjoyed a
unique position. It became recognised as the sywibmithodoxy and its bishops were often
asked to settle conflicts of doctrine and discipliar the other local churches. The authority
of the bishops of Rome developed only graduallythigyend of the third century he exercised
authority over all the other local churches in wisatow Italy. Eventually the churches of the
West, those in Gaul and Spain, and to some extgitalArecognised the bishop of Rome as
the final arbiter in disputes.

It was Leo 1 (440-461) who was the first to layirddo the fullness of authority in the
Church and it was he who developed the theoryeféhationship between the bishop of
Rome and the apostle Peter. It was another sevadrdul years before these claims were
fully operative in Western Christendom. Gregory {I073-85) claimed near absolute
authority in his governance of the Church. All laipk, clerics, and lay people including
emperors were subject to his authority. At the ehithe thirteenth century Boniface VIIi
(1294-1303) claimed that it was absolutely necesfairthe salvation of all that they submit
to the bishop of Rome.

Challenge to Rome's Authority

The Church in the East from its earliest days hmadreeasy relationship with the church of
Rome. There was an acknowledgement that the bishBRpme had a spiritual primacy in the
universal Church, but a resistance to the clainRarhe that it was the sole judge in matters
of doctrine or that it possessed full authoritynatters of discipline. By the middle of the
eleventh century the Church in the East had foynmajected the Roman primacy.

In the West the papal authority had been increfsthgeatened over the two hundred years
prior to the Reformation. Kings and princes andl@overnments had been securing the
right to appoint bishops and the immunity of chupcbperty from taxation was being eroded.
Although the legal system continued to depend amathcourts the papal right to hear
appeals without interference was also under threat.

Luther Challenges Papal Authority

Although Luther's argument with Rome was originalbout indulgences it soon turned itself
into a debate about papal authority and its linfitee study of Scripture had convinced Luther
that the idea of granting indulgences was wrongc&it was the authority of the Popes which
was the basis of the system of granting indulgeheesventually rejected the doctrine that
the Pope was head of the church by divine right.

German feeling against the distant and vexationgrabby Rome began to rise behind

Luther. He called on the princes and magistrat€sasfnany to use their authority to reform
the church. He saw reform to be impossible unles$Pope’'s power in Germany was
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destroyed. Although Luther had not intended it,névally a separate church was formed.
Unlike the pre-reformation church where authorigylibeen centralised in the Pope through
the bishops, the Reformation brought into beingrgd number of territorial churches which
were independent of each other and subject tootted lord both in civil and religious
matters.

In the reformed German states and cities thedtegis were comparatively easy. A

German Bible was placed in the churches, priests a#owed to marry, monks were
permitted to leave their monasteries, people wargtt to worship with German hymns,
church endowments were diverted from priests whebcated private masses. Luther's
liturgical reforms removed the sacrificial langudgsn the mass, changed the language from
Latin to German and increased the occasions otpneg.

Authority in Luther's Church

The German princes accepted it as a natural deweopto fill the vacuum left by the
repudiation of papal authority, and throughouteh®pire the cities easily accepted the new
ways and their councils undertook the reform armkstision of the parishes.

Luther asked John, the new Elector of Saxony, was avconvinced Lutheran, to order
visitations of the Saxon churches. Out of thesgations arose a new church order. The
prince exercised the old jurisdiction of the bislypappointing a consistory. The consistory
eventually became the agent of church governmelntiimeran and Reformed churches. It
was normally composed of lawyers and clerics agpdiby the prince, and was regarded
rather as a church court than a civil court, thotighdistinction had less meaning than it
would have a century later. Sometimes the prinesiged in person at its deliberations, or
more often he acted by deputy. The visitors wenirothe name of the prince and reported to
him. The consistory exercised all discipline.

Reformed Church Authority

Calvin was a generation later than Luther. The lgralin his day was not the overthrow of a
papacy, but the construction of new modes of aittherCalvin recognised that what was
needed was the authority of a church ministry. Elieelsed that in organising the church at
Geneva he must organise it in imitation of the ftiira Church and so reassert the
independence of the Church and the divine authofitis ministers. Calvin wanted the
church to be responsible for the Christian lifeha city so he arranged for church officers
called elders. The pastors and the elders werest ach week in consistory.

The pastors were to be responsible for presidiqgiblic worship and preaching and
instructing the people, while the elders were tegkevatch over every detail of the life of the
citizens in public and private. Like the councifsother Swiss cities, the council at Geneva,
however, had no desire to give too much powereao ttlergy. At every turn they attempted
to add provisos to ensure that the pastors mighirayg after reference to the city council.
John Knox who described the strictly regulated dfe¢he citizens of Geneva as 'the most
perfect school of Christ that ever was on earthesthe day of the apostles’, introduced
Calvin's reforms and church order into Scotlandl360 the Scottish Parliament repudiated
the authority of the Pope and abolished the maasscepted a confession of faith drafted by
Knox. Though the form of church government, wheneesvision would be exercised by a
consistory and elders, was not given legal fotoe presbyterian form of church government
was slowly introduced into the parishes.
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Church Authority in England

England was already a nation state before the Rwefiton began. The Tudor monarchy was
strong. The English Reformation began as a pdliteaolution which subsequently became a
doctrinal reformation. By the force of his persatyahnd the anti-Rome feeling in the country
and in parliament, Henry affected the break witmea@and Papal authority. Henry himself
remained a Catholic in doctrine. It was Elizabethi$ daughter, who presided over the
‘Elizabethan Settlement'. This was in essenceiagabkettlement. Elizabeth was given the
title Supreme Governor of the Church of Englandeims of church authority Papal
supremacy was replaced by Royal supremacy.

There were those in England who wanted a more sixtemneform of the church which would
be based on the Swiss model. During the Civil Wak @ander Cromwell these more radical
reforms were put in place. In 1642 with the outkrebthe Civil War, Parliament declared
bishops abolished and their land confiscated, ardib45 Parliament forbade the use of the
Book of Common Prayer. The restoration of Chardés 1660 brought with it the restoration
of the Prayer Book and the bishops. But it was issfale to return to the state before the
wars and the English church remained both CatlawiccReformed.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why is it that the Church of Rome and the BishoRRome became so significant in
Christianity?

2. Share what you know about the Church in the Elsir, style of worship, how
authority and leadership is exercised, the rolahan in the church etc.

3. The Reformation gave rise to independently goverregmbnal churches while the
Roman Catholic Church remained centrally goverki¢dat are the advantages and
disadvantages of the two systems of government?

4. Some churches still have a relationship with tiagesin some countries ministers of
religion are paid by the state, and in some the $tas a say in church appointments.
Do you think it proper that the church and stateratated in these ways?
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RESOURCES FOR PRAYER
A Psalm of Thanksgiving Psalm 138: 1-8 (GNB)

| thank you, Lord, with all my heart;

| sing praise to you before the gods.

| face your holy Temple, bow down, and praise yaame,

because of your constant love and faithfulness,

because you have shown that your name and your eonsrare supreme.
You answered me when | called to you;

with your strength you strengthened me.

All the kings in the world will praise you, Lord,

because they have heard your promises.

They will sing about what you have done and about great glory
Even though you are so high above, you care folothby,

and the proud cannot hide from you.

When | am surrounded by troubles, you keep me safe.
You oppose my angry enemies and save me by youempow
You will do everything you have promised;

Lord, your love is eternal.

Complete the work that you have begun.

Prayer for Unity

Leader:

Lord Jesus Christ as we seek to do your will softeénhearts that we may repent of our sinful
divisions, and calm the fears which prevent us flaaring the witness of others. Give us
your spirit of kindness towards those who diffemfrus, and generosity to those who seek to
draw near, that we may be healed and togetherfyghwur name.

All: Amen

The Parable of the Weeds Matthew 13: 24-30,36-4BNB)

Jesus told them another parable: "The Kingdom af/ée is like this. A man sowed good

seed in his paddock. One night, when everyone glag@ an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and went away. When the plants gnelthe heads of grain began to form,
then the weeds showed up. The man's servants celnra &and said, 'Sir, it was good seed
you sowed in your paddock; where did the weeds doome?' 'It was some enemy who did
this,” he answered. 'Do you want us to go and yithe weeds?' they asked him. 'No,' he
answered, 'because as you gather the weeds yot poiglap some of the wheat along with
them. Let the wheat and weeds both grow togethi@rharvest. Then | will tell the harvest
workers to pull up the weeds first, tie them in the's and burn them, and then to gather in the
wheat and put it in my barn."

When Jesus had left the crowd and gone indoorslisigples came to him and

said, "Tell us what the parable about the weedarpaddock means."

Jesus answered, "The man who sowed the good st#eti$®n of Man; the paddock is the
world; the good seed is the people who belongeadiingdom; the weeds are the people who
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belong to the Evil One; and the enemy who sowedviteds is the Devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvest workers are anlyedsas the weeds are gathered up and burnt
in the fire, so the same thing will happen at the ef the age.”

The Nicene Creed (Agreed Version)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almightykenaf heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only &0@od, eternally begotten of the

Father, God from God, 'Light from Light, true Gadrh true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things werade. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holyt&md the Virgin Mary, and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified undentiBs Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accorelavith the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fatleewill come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have nd.e

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the givilite, who proceeds from the Father, who
with the Father and the Son he is worshipped amffigld, who has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apiesChurch. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look fa tasurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
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AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH

SESSION THREE - AUTHORITY IN OUR CHURCHES

Authority in the Anglican Church

In Anglicanism ‘Authority is distributed among Sgture, Tradition, Creeds, the Ministry of
Word and Sacraments, the witness of the Saintshendontinuing experience of the Holy
Spirit through his faithful people in the churchisl thus a dispersed rather than a centralised
authority, having many elements which combine raxteand check each other’ (Lambeth
1948). It has been profoundly influenced by thiegy of Reason, Scripture and Tradition.
The Interaction of these elements has been illiestrduring the debate and in the decision
making process concerning the ordination of wonmeth& Anglican Church. Some Anglican
provinces ordain women: some do not. Diversity mtyis an Anglican ideal.

The Anglican Church of Australia is made up of 2dcdses. Anglicans have a strong sense
of the local diocese and its centre and focusenpitrsonal leadership of the bishop. They
believe that the ministry of oversight exercisedlg bishop in his diocese is a part of the
Christian meaning of authority. He has the resgumlityiin church law to give authority to
priests, deacons and lay ministers to carry out thmistry.

The Anglican form of governance is bishop—in—synadglicans are ‘synodically

governed and episcopally lead.” The diocesan Sysmathde up of the bishop, some or all of
the clergy, and a specified number of lay peopteted by each parish. While on most
matters Synod votes as a whole, on some signifitatiers the vote may be by houses —
laity, clergy, the bishop. While authority is foeaspersonally at the local level through the
bishop it is expressed nationally through Geneyalbf. General Synod, presided over by the
Primate, consists of the diocesan bishops and a& egmber of clergy and lay people
elected by their diocesan Synods.

The Anglican Church of Australia is one of 28 orasdonomous national churches. The
Archbishop of Canterbury is the spiritual leadethed world wide Anglican Communion. He
has immense prestige because of this office amddyeexercise significant moral authority,
but he can't tell the Anglican Communion what to @be Lambeth Conference, which first
met in 1867, is a gathering of Anglican bishopsrfraround the world. It meets roughly every
ten years. It has a moral influence but it possessédinding legal authority within the
Anglican Communion. The Primates of each of théonat churches meet regularly as does
the Anglican Consultative Council. This body iseimtationally representative and is made up
of bishops, clergy and lay people functioning &na of ongoing secretariat for the Anglican
Communion.

Authority in the Lutheran Church

Lutherans hold that Jesus Christ is the head ofthech and that Jesus’ word to the Church
and his will for it is revealed in the Holy Scrip&is. As such, Scripture is the supreme
authority for Lutherans. At the time of the Refotioa Lutherans made declarations of belief
which, under Scripture, are authoritative for th@imese declarations are contained in the
Book of Concord which still forms the basis of tfeirch’s confession today. This common
confession of faith, rather than any overridingisture, is the bond which unites Lutherans
throughout the world.
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The Lutheran Confessions draw a distinction betwaghority in the church which comes by
divine command and authority which comes from hur@angement. The office of the
public ministry is instituted by God for the purgosf ministering to the church through the
teaching of the Gospel and the administration efdhcraments.

As long as the Gospel is properly taught and theee®aents rightly administered the church

in each place is free to order itself and to gearthority to persons and groups of persons as it
sees fit. Accordingly, there is no centralised Wavide authority in the Lutheran Church.

Each country has its own self governing church wiggion. In some countries, the Lutheran
Church is episcopally governed. In others, a difféform of church government is practised.

The Lutheran Church of Australia is made up of ¢eggtions which accept the church’s
constitution. Congregations have a high degreaiwfreomy in ordering their own affairs.
Each congregation (or parish) chooses and caltsntspastor to preach and to teach the
Gospel publicly, and to administer the Sacramaffithin the congregation, the pastor works
with a committee elected by the local congregatiosupervise the life of the congregation.

On a state level, congregations come togethermrio fistricts. Districts are charged with the
responsibility for oversight of work which a singlengregation or parish could not undertake
or do effectively on its own. Authority within drgtts is exercised by a Synod which meets
annually. The ordained pastors together with layppeelected by each congregation form
the Synod. A District President (always a past®glected by the Synod. He is given
authority to carry out the programme of the churchccordance with the policies established
by the Synod. In addition, the President exerasessight of the pastors and congregations
within the District.

The highest constitutional authority in the Luthee@hurch of Australia is the General Synod
which meets every three years. The General Synosisis of elected representatives of the
ordained pastors and elected lay representatives thhe congregations. As on a District
level, the General Synod undertakes work which oegegions and Districts could not
undertake or do effectively alone. It overseesmbek of training pastors and other church
workers and develops and maintains missions inrAlistand abroad. Like the District
Synod, the General Synod elects a President togmidrto—ordinate the work of the Church
in accordance with General Synod policies and dews The General President is always a
pastor and serves as the spiritual leader of thedbh At both district and national level, the
President is assisted by a Church Council, a Fe&@&wouncil and other elected officers.

Authority in the Roman Catholic Church

Roman Catholic teaching concerning church auth@sibased on the belief that God gave
Christ all authority and that through the Scriptutiee authority of Christ is conveyed to the
church which is thus given the capacity to teaehf#tith and to order its life.

Roman Catholics believe that God has given thedpisispecial gifts for the benefit of the
church which gives them the authority to teach tangbbvern. For Roman Catholics this
service of leadership is intrinsic to the naturéhaf church. The bishop appoints parish priests
as his representatives to pastor local congregatiince the early centuries bishops have
come together for councils to decide on matterfaitth and to order the life of the church.

The Roman Catholic Church continues to hold thesmcils whose decisions are binding on
all Roman Catholics when they concern fundamengdters of faith and church order.

16



Early in the spread of Christianity the bishopgrfminent cities were expected to have the
oversight of other bishops in their region. ThehBis of Rome was one of these. Eventually
he was expected to assist all the bishops in thet Wieromote in their dioceses right
teaching, holiness of life, brotherly unity and ttreirch’s mission to the world. The meaning
of papal authority and the administrative strucsuteough which this has been exercised has
varied considerably through the centuries.

All Roman Catholics are bound by their church’s €ofl Canon Law. Since the Second
Vatican Council the Roman Catholic Church has lveerking to replace the legal outlook of
the nineteenth century by a more pastoral undetsigrof authority in the church. The
revised Code of Canon Law published in 1983 dirdwds structures for consultation should
be set up at every level of the church. Many passtow have councils to advise the parish
priest. Most dioceses have held assemblies or sywdt elected representation from the
clergy and lay people to advise the bishop.

There are 25 dioceses in the Roman Catholic Charélustralia. The bishops meet twice
yearly in conference. In recent years the Austndiishops’ conference has developed a
leadership style which allows it to speak on bebathe Roman Catholic Church in Australia
with considerable authority. While decisions mag¢he bishops’ conference have no
binding force on individual dioceses the cohesim@se conferences give to the church in
Australia helps to balance the centralised autphofithe Pope and the Vatican
administration.

Authority in the Uniting Church

The Uniting Church holds that Jesus Christ is Imy king and head, and that all authority in
the church is his. His authority is mediated to¢harch through the Scriptures as interpreted
in the community in the light of its tradition undée guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Government is by a series of inter—related courezalksh with authority to fulfil specific
responsibilities.

Each Uniting Church congregation meets in coundité a year to review its activities and to
elect its elders. The council of elders has spepdistoral and disciplinary responsibilities
associated with the congregation. Each year thislpareeting meets to elect its
representatives to other church councils, and tsider policy and financial matters. The
parish council oversees the life of the parish.

The Presbytery is the district council with thep@ssibility of overseeing the parishes and the
ordination and oversight of ministers in its arelae Synod is the regional council. Between
Synods the Synod Standing Committee with the assistof a full—time Secretary and
Heads of Departments have the responsibility feratiministration of the church in the
region. Responsibility for matters of doctrine, shp, government and discipline lies with

the national council, the Assembly. It has thegsdition to seek the concurrence of the other
councils on matters of importance in the life af thurch. It usually does this by
disseminating discussion papers as it did bef@ee¢hewed deaconate was established in the
church by the sixth Assembly in 1992.

In councils beyond the parish level representatipministers and lay people are equal and
efforts are made to have young people on all césinthe Chairperson presides over a
presbytery, Moderator over a synod and Presidesit ine assembly. These office bearers
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may be lay people or ministers, male or female. [Eaders of these councils speak for the
church at each level. Their short period of offi@ed checks and balances in the system
prevent them from acting with personal authoritgept in a limited way.

However, there is a growing understanding in thecln that authority needs to be exercised
personally. In Queensland this has lead to Presb@@eairpersons being appointed to full—
time positions. In 1993, for the first time, Qudansl Synod will have a full—time
Moderator, appointed for an extendable three yeran.t

QUESTIONS TO HELP DISCUSSION

1. Anglicans have the Archbishop of Canterbury, RoiGatholics have the Bishop of
Rome, both of whom have a significant role as Glandeaders. What are the
advantages of a universal spiritual leader?

2. Two of our churches are the result of recent mergépreviously independent
churches. Have there been difficulties in the desigd functioning of authority
structures in the Lutheran Church of Australia #velUniting Church in Australia?

3. Anglicans and Roman Catholics have bishops whoem@gnised as the leaders in
their dioceses. Lutherans and the Uniting Chursh hhve regional leaders. What are
the advantages, if any, in having a strong perseaadership in a regional church?

4. The need for order on the one hand and the freeddhe Gospel and the exuberance
of the Spirit on the other hand are in constargiten How much variety can there be
before church authority breaks down?

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER
Psalm of Praise

Praise the Lord!

Praise his name, you servants of the Lord,
who stand in the Lord’s house,

in the Temple of our God.

Praise the Lord, because he is good;

sing praises to his name, because he is kind.
He chose Jacob for himself,

the people of Israel for his own.
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Psalm 135: 1—7, 13—14 (GNB)

I know that our Lord is great,

greater than all the gods.

He does whatever he wishes

in heaven and on earth,

in the seas and in the depths below.

He brings storm clouds from the ends of the earth;
he makes lightning for the storms,

and he brings out the wind from his storeroom.

Lord, you will always be proclaimed as God;
all generations will remember you.

The Lord will defend his people;

he will take pity on his servants.

Prayer for Unity

Leader:

Lord, you gather us together in your Church. Inespf our divisions you enfold us in the
kindness of your heart. Teach us to be humble. tGrmgour powerful Spirit that we may
serve others, and your quiet Spirit that we mayr éhat you are saying to us now. Make us
aware that we belong to you. Breathe into our |i@ssindividuals and communities, the
breath of your gentleness and strength.

All:  Amen.

The Parable of the Widow and the Judge Luke 18:-38 (GNB)

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to teaahn that they should always pray and never
become discouraged. “In a certain town there was@e who neither feared God nor
respected man. And there was a widow in that same who kept coming to him and
pleading for her rights, saying, ‘Help me againgtapponent!” For a long time the judge
refused to act, but at last he said to himselfefiethough | don’t fear God or respect man, yet
because of all the trouble this widow is giving mejll see to it that she gets her rights. If |
don’t she will keep on coming and finally wear me!o

And the Lord continued, “Listen to what that corrpyrge said. Now, will God not judge in
favour of his own people who cry to him day andnigr help?

Will he be slow t